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Welcome to Salem UCC 

We’re delighted that you have joined us for worship today. If you would like to receive a 

pastoral call or be put on our mailing list, please fill out a visitor card found in the aisle 

racks and place in the offering basket. 

 

Parking 

In addition to street parking, parking is available at the lot at the bottom of Dewberry 

Street. As you travel NE on Chestnut, pass 3rd street and take the next right onto 

Dewberry. The lot is on your left as you go around the bend. 

 

Some Basics 

Restrooms are located out the left door at the front of the sanctuary. Take a left and a 

quick right and you will find both the men’s and women’s restrooms off the hall to the 

church office on the left. 

 

For your safety, yellow and red cards are placed at each pew with emergency 

procedures in case they are necessary. The church doors are closed 10:40. If you will 

arrive after that, please text your name and the time you will arrive to 717-319-8992 

(Susan Nelson) and we will make sure you are welcomed at the door on the east side 

garden at the corner of Chestnut and 3rd. 

 

Church Tours 

Salem (from the Hebrew word for peace) has been a congregation committed to loving 

God and serving others for more than 200 years. For information on a tour, please 

contact one of our ushers.  

 

Our information 

Website: www.salemuccharrisburg.org 

Facebook: Salem United Church of Christ, Harrisburg, PA 

Church phone: (717) 232-7145 

Church email: salemucc@hotmail.com 

Pastor email: pastor.salemuccharrisburg@gmail.com 

 



 

Salem United Church of Christ 

September 26, 2021 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Our Mission  

"Historic Salem, in the heart of Harrisburg, seeks the Holy Spirit's guidance in welcoming 

all people to worship God; by encouraging participation in the ministry of Christ 

through Christian outreach with the city's heart." 
 

*Please rise as you are able. 
 

Welcome and Pre-liturgy Announcements    
 

Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 
 

*Call to Worship  
 

L: Blessed be the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth! 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, the One who calls us here. 

L: We come with joyful hearts, and we come with hearts in need. 

P: Our God daily bears our burdens and guides us in good paths. 

ALL: Praise the Lord, O my soul! 

 

*Opening Hymn   Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee    Red 21  

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 

L: Lord Jesus, we come into your presence from many different places. As you welcome 

us into your house, lift our burdens and receive our praise. Salt us with your grace 

and flavor us with your mercy. Bind us together, that we may be at peace with one 

another and be strengthened to go forth in service to the world. In your holy 

name, we pray. Amen. 

 

L: Let us continue together in a spirit of confession:    

All: All-loving God, you want what’s best for us and so you give us the path to 

walk and promise your presence as we walk on it. Forgive us for not paying 

attention to our steps and help us to notice when we stumble, and when we 

cause others to stumble. Grant us the desire to do whatever it takes to 

choose the good and true. 



 

 

Time for Silent Reflection 

 

Kyrie 

 
 

 

Words of Hope  
 

M: Here these words from God’s heart:  “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit 

in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of 

flesh.  And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be 

careful to keep my laws. [Y]ou will be my people, and I will be your God.”  

 

Solo     On Eagle’s Wings        Michael Joncas 

 

Scripture Lessons  

 

Old Testament Reading: Psalm 1    
 

1 Blessed is the one 

    who does not walk in step with the wicked 

or stand in the way that sinners take 

    or sit in the company of mockers, 
2 but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, 

    and who meditates on his law day and night. 
3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 

    which yields its fruit in season 

and whose leaf does not wither— 

    whatever they do prospers. 
4 Not so the wicked! 

    They are like chaff 

    that the wind blows away. 



 

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

    nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 
6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 

    but the way of the wicked leads to destruction. 

New Testament Reading: James 5:13-20                 

13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing 

songs of praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to 

pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer 

offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have 

sinned, they will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for 

each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 

effective. 

17 Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, 

and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. 18 Again he prayed, and the 

heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops. 

19 My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone 

should bring that person back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error 

of their way will save them from death and cover over a multitude of sins. 

*Gloria Patri  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

*Gospel: Mark 9:38-50                                

38 “Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we told 

him to stop, because he was not one of us.” 

39 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a miracle in my name can in the 

next moment say anything bad about me, 40 for whoever is not against us is for 

us. 41 Truly I tell you, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because 

you belong to the Messiah will certainly not lose their reward. 

42 “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it 

would be better for them if a large millstone were hung around their neck and 

they were thrown into the sea. 43 If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is 

better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the 

fire never goes out. [44] 45 And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is 

better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. 

47 And if your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter 

the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into 

hell, 48 where ‘the worms that eat them do not die’, 

    and the fire is not quenched.” 

 
49 Everyone will be salted with fire. 

50 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt 

among yourselves, and be at peace with each other. 

Sermon          Staying on the Path 

Hymn of Response  Teach Me, O Lord, Your Holy Way  Black 465; 1-3 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors)   

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who 

are alone. 



 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 

Hear us, Lord; Grant strength and comfort, guidance and wisdom; creativity and 

boldness; 

For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in 

your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

We ask all of these things in the name of your son, who taught us to pray, saying: Our 

Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 



 

Offering 

Haiti Relief: Last week for the Haiti relief offering.  

 

Offertory 
 

*Doxology  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise him all creatures here below. 

Praise him above ye heavenly hosts. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  
 

M: Faithful God, you have promised to give us what we need and through our joyful 

gifts you meet the needs of this church and of those whom we serve. Receive our 

offerings today and multiply them for your kingdom, we ask. In the name of your 

Son, Jesus our Lord, Amen.  
 

*Closing Hymn   Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing   Red 35 

 

*Benediction  

 

*Extinguishing of Candles 

 

Postlude (please stay seated until the postlude has concluded.) 

 

THOSE SERVING THE CHURCH TODAY 

 

Organist: Caleb Sisak    Worship Leader: Jennifer Moore   

Soloist: Joe Sobel     Ushers: Richard Moore & Buffy Buffington  

Pastor: Rev. Sue Schmidt                 
   

The flowers on the altar are in loving memory of my father, Tony, by Gidge Geegee. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CALENDAR  

 

Today   9 AM Prayer in the Parlor. Join Pastor Sue as we pray for our church. 

  9:15 AM Adult Sunday School begins in the fellowship hall. We’ll be 

studying the book of Genesis.  

                   Consistory meets after worship. 

 

Oct. 2  10AM-12PM Clothing Closet Open. To volunteer, contact Sandy Sgrignoli 

(717-635-0569).  

 

Oct. 3  World Communion Sunday 

  Harvest Home begins. We’ll be collecting items for the Bethesda Mission 

each Sunday in October.  

 

Oct. 17  3 PM Pastor Sue’s Installation 

  NO MORNING SERVICE! 

  Pastor Sue will be officially installed as the Salem pastor. We’ll have a 

worship time followed by refreshments as we celebrate God’s good work at 

Salem. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

It’s Christmas candy sales time!  Candy brochures are on the back tables.  Please submit  

your order to Linda Farr or Rick Moore by November 7, 2021.  Payment isn’t required  

until after delivery which should be December 12, 2021.  Payment can be cash or check  

made out to Salem UCC Guild. All proceeds benefit the Guild. Thank you! 

 

There are still opportunities to sponsor special bulletins for $10 and altar flowers for $33  

this year. Sign-up sheets are posted on the bulletin board.  

 

Wellspring Pastoral Counseling: Did you know there is pastoral counseling at Salem 

church? Pastoral counseling services are available for individuals, families, and couples 

with concerns, such as: anxiety, depression, feelings of shame and guilt, spirituality, or 

grief and loss. Appointments are available Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. (evening 

hours are also available.) For more information, contact: Scott M. Watts, MS, LPC, NCC, 

call 717-443-7426 or email: wellspringpc@outlook.com.  


