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Welcome to Salem UCC 

We’re delighted that you have joined us for worship today. If you would like to receive a 

pastoral call or be put on our mailing list, please fill out a visitor card found in the aisle 

racks and place in the offering basket. 

 

Parking 

In addition to street parking, parking is available at the lot at the bottom of Dewberry 

Street. As you travel NE on Chestnut, pass 3rd street and take the next right onto 

Dewberry. The lot is on your left as you go around the bend. 

 

Some Basics 

Restrooms are located out the left door at the front of the sanctuary. Take a left and a 

quick right and you will find both the men’s and women’s restrooms off the hall to the 

church office on the left. 

 

For your safety, yellow and red cards are placed at each pew with emergency 

procedures in case they are necessary. The church doors are closed 10:40. If you will 

arrive after that, please text your name and the time you will arrive to 717-319-8992 

(Susan Nelson) and we will make sure you are welcomed at the door on the east side 

garden at the corner of Chestnut and 3rd. 

 

Church Tours 

Salem (from the Hebrew word for peace) has been a congregation committed to loving 

God and serving others for more than 200 years. For information on a tour, please 

contact one of our ushers.  

 

Our information 

Website: www.salemuccharrisburg.org 

Facebook: Salem United Church of Christ, Harrisburg, PA 

Church phone: (717) 232-7145 

Church email: salemucc@hotmail.com 

Pastor email: pastor.salemuccharrisburg@gmail.com 

 



 

Salem United Church of Christ 

October 31, 2021 

Reformation Sunday 

 

Our Mission  

"Historic Salem, in the heart of Harrisburg, seeks the Holy Spirit's guidance in welcoming 

all people to worship God; by encouraging participation in the ministry of Christ through 

Christian outreach with the city's heart." 
 

*Please rise as you are able. 
 

Welcome and Pre-liturgy Announcements    
 

Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

Call to Worship (from Psalm 46) 
 

L: God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble. 

P: So we will not fear, even if earthquakes come, and the mountains crumble into 

the sea. 

L: Let the oceans roar and foam. Let the mountains tremble as the waters surge! 

P: The Lord Almighty is here among us; the God of Israel is our fortress. 

 

*Opening Hymn   A Mighty Fortress is Our God      Black 438 

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 

L: God of power and presence, thank you for your faithful love and grace. We look back 

through history and are grateful that you continue to work through your church, 

reforming your people of every age. Give us boldness to follow the new winds of 

the Spirit that call us to the new ways of being your body in the world. Amen 

 

L: Let us continue together in a spirit of confession:    

P: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 



 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

Name. Amen. 

 

Time for Silent Reflection 

 

Kyrie 

 
 

Words of Hope  
 

M:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 

you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

Solo     Love Ye the Lord              Frederick Handel 

   

Scripture Lessons  

 

Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 6:1-9             Love the Lord Your God 

6 These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to teach 

you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so that you, 

your children and their children after them may fear the LORD your God as long as you 

live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may 

enjoy long life. 3 Hear, Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and 

that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, 

the God of your ancestors, promised you. 

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that 

I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about 

them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and 

when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your 

foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates 

New Testament Reading: Hebrews 9:11-14    Cleansed Through Christ 



 

 
11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, he 

went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human 

hands, that is to say, is not a part of this creation. 12 He did not enter by means of the 

blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own 

blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes 

of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they 

are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts 

that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!  

  

*Gloria Patri  

 

 
 

*Gospel: Mark 12:28-34     The Greatest Commandment 

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus 

had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the 

most important?” 

29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, 

the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind and with all your strength.] 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor 

as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” 

32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and 

there is no other but him. 33 To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding 

and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than 

all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 

34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from 

the kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions. 



 

Sermon          How Do I Love Thee? 

Why do we love God? 

 

How do we love God? 

1. 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hymn of Response   I Love You, Lord+             sing twice 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors) 

We thank you, Giver of Life, for all the blessings we enjoy. 

Silence 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We offer prayers to you, O Merciful Father 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who 

are alone. 

Silence 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

Silence 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

Silence 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

Silence 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

Silence 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. We especially remember… 

Silence 



 

Hear us, Lord; Grant those we pray for and ourselves strength and comfort, guidance 

and wisdom; creativity and boldness; 

For your mercy is great. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in 

your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

We ask all these things in the name of your son, who taught us to pray, saying: Our 

Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Offering 

 

Offertory 
 

*Doxology  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise him all creatures here below. 

Praise him above ye heavenly hosts. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  
 

M: All-loving God, we bring you these gifts as a way of showing you that we love you, 

and that we love our neighbor as ourself. Bless this offering that we bring and 

grant us wisdom to use it for the sake of your kingdom, Amen. 

 

*Closing Hymn  From All That Dwell Below the Skies  Black 27  

 

*Benediction  

 



 

*Extinguishing of Candles 

 

Postlude (please stay seated until the postlude has concluded.) 

 

+Hymn used by permission of OneLicense #A-739642 

 

 

THOSE SERVING THE CHURCH TODAY 

 

Organist: Caleb Sisak    Worship Leader: Rick Moore 

Soloist: Joe Sobel     Lay Reader: Laurie Sisak  

Pastor: Rev. Sue Schmidt   Ushers: Susan & Steve Nelson              
   

The flowers on the altar are place by Joann Smith in loving memory of her parents, John 

& Kay Pressley. 

 

CALENDAR  

 

Today  Last Day of Harvest Home Collection 

 

Nov. 7  All Saints Service. All are invited to bring photos of loved ones who have 

passed to place around the sanctuary. We hope to be surrounded by a great 

cloud of witnesses as we celebrate God’s kingdom that transcends time and 

space. 

 

Nov. 9   United in Love Celebration Banquet for Christian Churches United. If you 

would like to attend in person, please contact Pastor Sue. Streaming will 

also be available.  

 

Nov. 20 3 p.m. Women’s Fall Social. All women are invited to Pastor Sue’s home for a 

time of food and fellowship. (2802 Sunset Court, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055). 

Carpooling is available. Please sign up on the bulletin board if you need or 

can provide a ride. 

 

Nov. 21 Hanging of the Greens – After Sunday service, stay and help decorate the 

church for Christmas. A light lunch will be provided. 

 



 

Nov. 28 Advent Begins 

  Welcoming of new members, followed by light refreshments in the 

fellowship hall. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

It’s Christmas candy sales time!  Candy brochures are on the back tables.  Please submit  

your order to Linda Farr or Rick Moore by November 7, 2021.  Payment isn’t required  

until after delivery which should be December 12, 2021.  Payment can be cash or check  

made out to Salem UCC Guild. All proceeds benefit the Guild. Thank you! 

 

There are still opportunities to sponsor special bulletins for $10 and altar flowers for $33  

this year. Sign-up sheets are posted on the bulletin board.  

 

Wellspring Pastoral Counseling: Did you know there is pastoral counseling at Salem 

church? Pastoral counseling services are available for individuals, families, and couples 

with concerns, such as: anxiety, depression, feelings of shame and guilt, spirituality, or 

grief and loss. Appointments are available Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. (evening 

hours are also available.) For more information, contact: Scott M. Watts, MS, LPC, NCC, 

call 717-443-7426 or email: wellspringpc@outlook.com.  


