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Welcome to Salem UCC 

We’re delighted that you have joined us for worship today. If you would like to receive a 

pastoral call or be put on our mailing list, please fill out a visitor card found in the aisle 

racks and place in the offering basket. 

 

Parking 

In addition to street parking, parking is available at the lot at the bottom of Dewberry 

Street. As you travel NE on Chestnut, pass 3rd street and take the next right onto 

Dewberry. The lot is on your left as you go around the bend. 

 

Some Basics 

Restrooms are located out the left door at the front of the sanctuary. Take a left and a 

quick right and you will find both the men’s and women’s restrooms off the hall to the 

church office on the left. 

 

For your safety, yellow and red cards are placed at each pew with emergency 

procedures in case they are necessary. The church doors are closed 10:40. If you will 

arrive after that, please text your name and the time you will arrive to 717-319-8992 

(Susan Nelson) and we will make sure you are welcomed at the door on the east side 

garden at the corner of Chestnut and 3rd. 

 

Church Tours 

Salem (from the Hebrew word for peace) has been a congregation committed to loving 

God and serving others for more than 200 years. For information on a tour, please 

contact one of our ushers.  

 

Our information 

Website: www.salemuccharrisburg.org 

Facebook: Salem United Church of Christ, Harrisburg, PA 

Church phone: (717) 232-7145 

Church email: salemucc@hotmail.com 

Pastor email: pastor.salemuccharrisburg@gmail.com 

 

 



 

Salem United Church of Christ 

November 14, 2021 

25th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Our Mission  

"Historic Salem, in the heart of Harrisburg, seeks the Holy Spirit's guidance in welcoming 

all people to worship God; by encouraging participation in the ministry of Christ through 

Christian outreach with the city's heart." 
 

*Please rise as you are able. 
 

Welcome and Pre-liturgy Announcements    
 

Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

Call to Worship (from Psalm 16) 

L. I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; even at night my heart instructs me.  

P: I have set the Lord always before me; the Lord is my right hand; I shall not be 

moved.  

L: Therefore, my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also dwells secure. You 

show me the path of life. 

P: In your presence there is fullness of joy, in your right hand are pleasures 

forevermore.  

 

*Opening Hymn   Holy, Holy, Holy      Red 1; 1,2,4 

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 

L: All-loving God, your holiness fills the heavens, and your glory fills the cosmos you 

have made. May the presence of Father, Son, and Spirit fill us with joy and grant 

us grace for each day. Amen 

 

L: Let us continue together in a spirit of confession:    

P: Heavenly Father, unlike the psalmist, we do not always seek your counsel. We 

can go through our days without asking for your guidance. Forgive us for 

living life on our own. Grant us the desire to put you always before us, we 

pray, through the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ, who loves us and lives for 

us. 



 

 

Time for Silent Reflection 

 

Kyrie 

 
 

Words of Hope  
 

M:  In God’s great love, God forgives your sins. And if you seek God, you will find God, if 

you seek with all your heart. Amen.  

 

Solo     The Lord is My Light    Oley Speaks 

   

Scripture Lessons  

 

Old Testament Reading: 1 Samuel 1: 1a, 2, 4-20        The Birth of Samuel 

1 There was a certain man whose name was Elkanah…2 He had two wives; one was 

called Hannah and the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none. 

4 Whenever the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he would give portions of the meat to 

his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters. 5 But to Hannah he gave a double 

portion because he loved her, and the LORD had closed her womb. 6 Because 

the LORD had closed Hannah’s womb, her rival kept provoking her in order to irritate 

her. 7 This went on year after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the house of the LORD, 

her rival provoked her till she wept and would not eat. 8 Her husband Elkanah would say 

to her, “Hannah, why are you weeping? Why don’t you eat? Why are you downhearted? 

Don’t I mean more to you than ten sons?” 

9 Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. Now Eli 

the priest was sitting on his chair by the doorpost of the LORD’s house. 10 In her deep 

anguish Hannah prayed to the LORD, weeping bitterly. 11 And she made a vow, saying, 

“LORD Almighty, if you will only look on your servant’s misery and remember me, and 

not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the LORD for all the 

days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.” 



 

12 As she kept on praying to the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 13 Hannah was praying in 

her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she was 

drunk 14 and said to her, “How long are you going to stay drunk? Put away your wine.” 

15 “Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I have not 

been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the LORD. 16 Do not take your 

servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great anguish and 

grief.” 

17 Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked 

of him.” 

18 She said, “May your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then she went her way and ate 

something, and her face was no longer downcast. 

19 Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the LORD and then went back 

to their home at Ramah. Elkanah made love to his wife Hannah, and the 

LORD remembered her. 20 So in the course of time Hannah became pregnant and gave 

birth to a son. She named him Samuel, saying, “Because I asked the LORD for him.” 

Second Reading: I Samuel 2:1-10      Hannah’s Psalm 

2 Then Hannah prayed and said: 

“My heart rejoices in the LORD; 

    in the LORD my horn is lifted high. 

My mouth boasts over my enemies, 

    for I delight in your deliverance. 
2 “There is no one holy like the LORD; 

    there is no one besides you; 

    there is no Rock like our God. 
3 “Do not keep talking so proudly 

    or let your mouth speak such arrogance, 

for the LORD is a God who knows, 

    and by him deeds are weighed. 
4 “The bows of the warriors are broken, 

    but those who stumbled are armed with strength. 
5 Those who were full hire themselves out for food, 

    but those who were hungry are hungry no more. 



 

She who was barren has borne seven children, 

    but she who has had many sons pines away. 
6 “The LORD brings death and makes alive; 

    he brings down to the grave and raises up. 
7 The LORD sends poverty and wealth; 

    he humbles and he exalts. 
8 He raises the poor from the dust 

    and lifts the needy from the ash heap; 

he seats them with princes 

    and has them inherit a throne of honor. 

“For the foundations of the earth are the LORD’s; 

    on them he has set the world. 
9 He will guard the feet of his faithful servants, 

    but the wicked will be silenced in the place of darkness. 

“It is not by strength that one prevails; 
10   those who oppose the LORD will be broken. 

The Most High will thunder from heaven; 

    the LORD will judge the ends of the earth. 

“He will give strength to his king 

    and exalt the horn of his anointed.” 

  

*Gloria Patri  

 

 
 

*Gospel: Mark 13:1-8  The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times 

13 As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher! 

What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!” 

2 “Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will be left 

on another; every one will be thrown down.” 



 

3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, 

John and Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will these things happen? And 

what will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?” 

5 Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 6 Many will come in my 

name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many. 7 When you hear of wars and rumors of 

wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 8 Nation 

will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in 

various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains.” 

Sermon            Praise Shaped by Suffering 

Hymn of Response  How Great Thou Art    insert v 1,3,4 



 

  



 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors) 

M: Father, we pray for your body, the Church; 

P: That we all may be one. 

M: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

P: That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

M: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

P: That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

M: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

P: That our works may find favor in your sight. 

M: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

P: That they may be delivered from their distress. 

M: Give to the departed eternal rest. 

P: May they experience peace in your presence. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 

M: We offer these prayers in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray 

saying...Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Offering 

 

Offertory 
 

*Doxology  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise him all creatures here below. 

Praise him above ye heavenly hosts. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 



 

*Prayer of Dedication  
 

M: All things have their origin with you, Lord, and from these riches we freely give, that 

your church might grow in this place and throughout the world. Amen. 

 

*Closing Hymn    I Love To Tell the Story   Black 522; 1,3,4 

 

*Benediction  

 

*Extinguishing of Candles 

 

Postlude (please stay seated until the postlude has concluded.) 

 

Worship Notes: 

Permission to include hymn by OneLicense: #A-739642 

 

 

THOSE SERVING THE CHURCH TODAY 

 

 

Organist: Caleb Sisak    Worship Leader: Linda Farr 

Soloist: Joe Sobel     Guest Speaker: Pastor Deb Port 

Pastor: Rev. Sue Schmidt   Ushers: Rick Moore & Buffy Buffington              
   

The flowers on the altar are placed by Darlene Hillegas in honor of Jeffrey and James 

Hillegas’ and Caleb Sisak’s Nov. 14th birthdays.  

 

CALENDAR  

 

Today We welcome today’s guest preacher, Pastor Deborah Port. Deb lives in 

Harrisburg with her husband Nic and their four children. Her background 

includes 11 years as a United Methodist local pastor, an undergraduate 

degree in Jewish Studies from University of Pennsylvania, and a Masters in 

Divinity from Evangelical Seminary. She also has training as a church planter 

through Path 1 and is trained as a leader in spiritual gifts, group dynamics, 

and organizational change.  

 



 

Nov. 21 Hanging of the Greens – After Sunday service, stay and help decorate the 

church for Christmas. A light lunch will be provided. 

 

Nov. 28 The first Sunday of Advent 

  Consistory meets after church. 

 

Dec. 4  10 to noon. Salem’s Closet is open. To help, contact Sandy Sgrignoli. 

 

Dec. 5  New Members are welcomed! There will be a reception in the fellowship hall 

following the service. 

 

Dec. 12 Annual Congregational Meeting after the morning service. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Poinsettias will be available for $10 each. The plants will decorate the altar during the 

Christmas season. The deadline to order is Dec. 6 and sign-up sheets are at the back of 

the church.   

 

There are still opportunities to sponsor special bulletins for $10 and altar flowers for $33  

this year. Sign-up sheets are posted on the bulletin board.  

 

Wellspring Pastoral Counseling: Did you know there is pastoral counseling at Salem 

church? Pastoral counseling services are available for individuals, families, and couples 

with concerns, such as: anxiety, depression, feelings of shame and guilt, spirituality, or 

grief and loss. Appointments are available Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. (evening 

hours are also available.) For more information, contact: Scott M. Watts, MS, LPC, NCC, 

call 717-443-7426 or email: wellspringpc@outlook.com.  


