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From Sue to you 
 

 
      Last night I watched the Oscar winning film, "Nomadland." The story follows a 

woman who has lost her husband, and whose town, having lost its main source of 

income, is dying as well. Fern, in her early 60s, moves out of her home and begins to 

live in her van, catching jobs at Amazon, a national park, and Wall Drug, of all places. 

It's a slice of life that is true for more people than I realize, and I found myself drawn 

into her story, especially the kindness of people she meets along the way, and the 

community that is formed between these modern-day nomads. 

     It made me think of Salem, and the community that has been meeting in our 

historic church over the years. As beautiful as our building is, it's the sense of 

friendship and care that people find within our walls that will continue to make Salem 

an inviting place. Many of us would love to see our community grow, and I believe that 

there are people who are wanting to find friends who care about them, a group to enjoy 

life with, and a connection to our loving God. 

     Let's be in prayer these next months about how we can strengthen our community 

and be prepared to welcome others in. In our Dream Team meeting, we talked about 

ways we can be attractional - help people find us, and ways that we can be missional 

- going out into our neighborhoods and specifically finding and bringing people into our 

community. We are re-forming the congregational life committee, and starting an 

outreach committee. If you are interested in being on either of those committees, 

please let me know. 

     We have no shortage of the most important resource any group needs - the ability 

to be a good friend. May God be at work in us to grow our existing friendships, and to 

create space to include others! 
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 The seven "I AM" statements of Jesus in John's Gospel 
 

By Rick Moore 
 
*"I AM THAT I AM"* Exodus 3:14 
 
The gospel of John is the only gospel that contains all seven of Jesus' "I am'' statements, and each 
has a special meaning that only the Jews could understand. 
 
But wait. 
 
We must go back to the Old Testament to understand what the Jews of that time knew - by these "I 
am" statements Jesus is proving himself to be God. They knew about Moses and the burning bush 
when God said, "I am that I am'' (I exist because I exist (Exodus 3:14). 
 
The apostle Paul acknowledged that ancient Israel drank from the same spiritual rock that followed 
and that rock was Jesus (1 Cor. 10:4). That's why Jesus could say with authority, "Before Abraham 
was I am." When Jesus said that the religious leaders tried to kill him (John 8:58-59 ). 
 
*First "I AM' statement* - "I am the bread of life'' John 6:35 
 
Jesus just fed 5,000 people (John 6:10-13). The bread of God is more than bread itself; it's a 
heavenly bread (Exodus 16: 12-15). The manna that came down to feed the Jews represented 
Jesus. This bread must be taken by faith and eaten fully in Jesus' name who gives eternal life. Only 
by grace and goodness is this bread taken in communion. 
 
*Second "I AM" statement* - "I Am the Light of the World" (John 8:12; 9:5). 
 
Jesus restored sight to a blind man (John 9: 6-8). Jesus goes back to the Old Testament when the 
people followed the pillar of fire (the light) to be guided out of Egypt (Exodus 13:14). 
Jesus is saying all who follow me will have life. Neither is their salvation in any other; for there is no 
other name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved (Acts 4:12). 
 
*Third "I AM" statement* - "I am the door'' John 10:7 
 
In the Bible, the word sheep stands for the followers of God. Jesus says, "I am the door of the 
sheep, if anyone enters through me he will be saved, They will come in and go in and find pasture.” 
(John 10:9). "I go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2b). 
 
*Fourth "I AM'' statement* - "I am the good shepherd'' John 10:11 
 
Sheep are helpless without the shepherd. A hired shepherd will flee when danger approaches but 
the good shepherd will lay down his life for his sheep. Jesus knows us individually and we know 
him. Jesus knows how many strands of hair are on our heads. (Matthew 10:30; Luke 12:7) 
 
*Fifth "I AM'' statement* - "I am the resurrection and the life'' John 11:25 
 
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead (John 11:44). In raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus showed 
he could fulfill God's promise to ancient Israel: "the dead shall live; and their bodies shall rise" 



 

 

(Isaiah 26:19). Jesus holds the keys of death and the grave (Rev. 1:18). Without Jesus there is NO 
resurrection and NO eternal life. 
 
*Sixth "I AM'' statement* - "I am the way, the truth and the life" John 14:6 
 
Jesus is the only way to God. Scriptures tell us that the very essence of God's word is truth (Psalm 
119:160). Jesus again confirms his identity as the living word of God (John 1:1-3; 1:14). Jesus 
alone is the source of life, but also the creator and sustainer of life, and giver of eternal life. 
 
*The Seventh "I AM'' statement* - "I am the true vine,'' John 15:1 
 
We are the branches, Jesus is the vine. A branch cannot bear fruit unless it is connected to the 
vine. Only those connected to Jesus can live a fruitful, Christian life so we depend on Jesus for 
everything. "In him we have our full being" (Acts 17:28). 
 
*The Final “I AM”* 
 
Finally, in the garden of Gethsemane the soldiers came to arrest Jesus, and Jesus asked them, 
"Whom do you seek?"  They answered, "Jesus of Nazareth,'' and Jesus said, "I am he,'' and when 
he said that the soldiers drew back and fell to the ground. They just met God and Jesus would give 
his life for us (John 18:6). 
 

 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 

May 1 – Jennifer Moore 

May 20 – William Hudson Jr. 

May 26 – Makayla Mary Long 

        Kaylee Morgan Veet 

May 29 – Lynn Royal 

May 30 – Michael Veet  

 

MAY ANNIVERSARY 

Bob & Judy Enders – May 21, 1960 

 

 
 



 

 

Consistory Highlights  

 
At the April consistory meeting, it was appropriate for this season of spring that we looked toward 
renewal and renovations for the church and congregation.  
 

• We agreed the next target area for renovations should be the gymnasium. Once, in the not-
too-distant past it was the scene of church dinners, holiday parties, rummage sales, wedding 
receptions, scouting and sporting events. Now, we’d like to be able to use that space again for 
the good of the church and community. Before we do that, it needs to be painted, with new 
lights and flooring.  
 

Although we’re still in the process of gathering estimates, we know that repairs will not come fast or 
cheap. Consequently, consistory agreed to call a congregational meeting on May 23, 2021 and ask 
permission to withdraw $100,000 from the Trust Fund to accomplish this renovation. Similar to other 
withdrawals in recent years, this amount will not seriously impact the Trust Fund, but will enhance the 
use of the church building to the glory of God.  
 

• In an effort to lift the spirits of our congregational life, we agreed to host a gathering in the 
garden after the meeting on May 23, weather permitting. It will be a time to socialize again, but 
in the open air and with individualized refreshments. 
 

• With the reopening of church for Sunday services, it was agreed to reiterate the need not only 
for pandemic precautions (mast wearing, hand sanitizer use, social distancing), but also safety 
awareness of locking the doors and emergency protocols. Additionally, a protocol checklist for 
ushers/ greeters and those who open/close the building will be posted on the bulletin board. 

 
The good news is we will allow singing (through our masks) and Salem’s Closet will open again, 
possibly as soon as June.  
 

• In addition to the congregational and spiritual life, ideas for improvements and outdoor 
gatherings, Pastor Sue suggested and consistory approved, creating an outreach committee 
for connecting with others in the community.  

• Saving the best for last, Pastor Sue was officially ordained Sunday, April18, at Dover UCC in 
York County. Rev. Sue Schmidt was welcomed into God’s service with beautiful music, loving 
remarks from family and friends, at a gathering of supporters from across the area, including a 
delegation from Salem UCC. The next step will be for her official installation sometime in 
September. Congratulations, Rev. Sue!  

  
  
Janet Kelley, consistory president 
  
    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 ALTAR FLOWERS  

 

If you would like to order flowers for the altar, please sign your name to the sheet on the bulletin board 
outside the sanctuary. The cost of altar flowers is $33. Please make all checks payable to Salem 
UCC. If payment is included in the offering envelope, please indicate “altar flowers” on the envelope.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                            DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 

     
May 23, Sunday   Pentecost – Communion 
                        Congregational meeting after worship 
                        Followed by reception in the Prayer Garden    
 
June 27, Sunday       Welcoming new members to Salem! 
 
August 7, Saturday     Salem’s Closet reopens 10 a.m. to noon 
     
      

 
 
 

On-going events:  
 
AA - Meeting 6:30 to 9 p.m. every Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday in the chapel. 

  
 
 

 


