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Welcome to Salem UCC 

We’re delighted that you have joined us for worship today. If you would like to receive a 

pastoral call or be put on our mailing list, please fill out a visitor card found in the aisle 

racks and place in the offering basket. 

 

Parking 

In addition to street parking, parking is available at the lot at the bottom of Dewberry 

Street. As you travel NE on Chestnut, pass 3rd street and take the next right onto 

Dewberry. The lot is on your left as you go around the bend. 

 

Some Basics 

Restrooms are located out the left door at the front of the sanctuary. Take a left and a 

quick right and you will find both the men’s and women’s restrooms off the hall to the 

church office on the left. 

 

For your safety, yellow and red cards are placed at each pew with emergency 

procedures in case they are necessary. The church doors are closed 10:40. If you will 

arrive after that, please text your name and the time you will arrive to 717-319-8992 

(Susan Nelson) and we will make sure you are welcomed at the door on the east side 

garden at the corner of Chestnut and 3rd. 

 

Church Tours 

Salem (from the Hebrew word for peace) has been a congregation committed to loving 

God and serving others for more than 200 years. For information on a tour, please 

contact one of our ushers.  

 

Our information 

Website: www.salemuccharrisburg.org 

Facebook: Salem United Church of Christ, Harrisburg, PA 

Church phone: (717) 232-7145 

Church email: salemucc@hotmail.com 

Pastor email: pastor.salemuccharrisburg@gmail.com 



Salem United Church of Christ 

January 23, 2022 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Our Mission  

"Historic Salem, in the heart of Harrisburg, seeks the Holy Spirit's guidance in welcoming 

all people to worship God; by encouraging participation in the ministry of Christ through 

Christian outreach with the city's heart." 

 

*Please rise as you are able. 

 

Welcome and Pre-liturgy Announcements    

 

Prelude/Lighting of the Candles 

 

*Call to Worship (from Psalm 91) 

 

L: When we dwell in the shelter of the Most High 

P: When we rest in the shadow of the Almighty 

L: We can say, God is my refuge and my fortress, 

P: God is the one in whom I trust. 

L: Under God’s wings we will find protection. 

P: God’s faithfulness will protect us. 

ALL: We praise you, O God, for you will never leave us or forsake us. 

 

*Hymn    Praise to the Living God    Black 8; v 1,3 

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 

P: Almighty and gracious God, how great is your love for us! As we move into this 

new year, grant us faith to follow where the Spirit leads us. Fill us as you filled 

your own beloved Son, so we may become the people you have called us to be. 

 

L: Let us continue in the spirit of confession: 

 

P: Your ways are not our ways, O Christ. We confess that we don’t always want to 

go where you lead us. Convict us, O Lord, and help us to see that your ways, no 

matter how hard, are always the best ways. 



 

Time for Silent Reflection 

 

Kyrie 

 
 

M: If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. When 

we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness.  

    

Solo      On Eagles Wings      M. Joncas 

  

Scripture Lessons  

Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 8:1-5       Led in the Wilderness 

8 Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and 

increase and may enter and possess the land the LORD promised on oath to your 

ancestors. 2 Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the wilderness 

these forty years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, 

whether or not you would keep his commands. 3 He humbled you, causing you to 

hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your ancestors had 

known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that 

comes from the mouth of the LORD. 4 Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did 

not swell during these forty years. 5 Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his 

son, so the LORD your God disciplines you. 

New Testament Reading: Hebrews 12:4-11   God Disciplines His Children  

4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your 

blood. 5 And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses 

you as a father addresses his son? It says, 

“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, 

     and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 
6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

    and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.” 



 
7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are 

not disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes 

discipline—then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. 9 Moreover, 

we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How 

much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! 10 They disciplined us for 

a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we 

may share in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later 

on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been 

trained by it. 

*Gloria Patri  

 
 

*Gospel: Luke 4:1-16      Jesus is Tested in the Wilderness 

 

4 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the 

wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during 

those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 

3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’” 

5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of 

the world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has 

been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be 

yours.” 

8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’” 

9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 

“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written: 



“‘He will command his angels concerning you 

    to guard you carefully; 
11 they will lift you up in their hands, 

    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 
12 Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time. 

Sermon          What Happens in the Wilderness? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of Response  Have Thine Own Way, Lord A. Pollard (public domain)    



 
 



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors) 

 

M: Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant, Almighty God, that all 

who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and 

reveal your glory in the world. Silence  

 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

M: Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; 

that we may honor one another and serve the common good…Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

M: Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 

resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory...Lord, in your 

mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

M: Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we love one another 

as Christ loves us…Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

M: Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 

and hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation We especially 

remember… and those we now lift up silently in our own prayers… Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

M: We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 

fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 

kingdom…Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

M: We offer these prayers in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray 

saying...Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offertory     

 



*Doxology  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise him all creatures here below. 

Praise him above ye heavenly hosts. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  

 

M: Generous God, we give you thanks for all you have given to us. May our hope 

continue to be in your faithfulness, so that we can be generous and joyful in our giving. 

Bless these gifts so that your kingdom may come in and through Salem. Amen. 

 

*Closing Hymn:   Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah   Red 80 

 

*Benediction  

 

The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious 

to you; The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. 

 

*Extinguishing of Candles 

 

Postlude (please stay seated until the postlude has concluded.) 

 

THOSE SERVING THE CHURCH TODAY 

 

Organist: Caleb Sisak   Worship Leader & Lay Reader: Bob Deibler 

Soloist: Joe Sobel    Ushers: Susan & Steve Nelson        

Pastor: Rev. Sue Schmidt    

   

 

The flowers on the altar are in celebration of Lia Sisak’s 2nd birthday, by her 

grandparents, Laurie & John Sisak 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CALENDAR  

 

Today   Consistory meets after worship 

 

Wed, Jan. 26 10 a.m. to noon; Volunteer Morning for Salem’s clothing closet. All are 

welcome to come and help prepare for the February opening. 

 

Jan. 30  Bring a lunch and stay after church to help organize Salem’s clothing 

closet.  

 

Wed, Feb. 2  10 a.m. to noon; Volunteer Morning for Salem’s clothing closet. All are 

welcome to come and help prepare for the February opening. 

 

Feb. 5  10 a.m. to noon; Salem’s Closet is open. Join us as we serve the 

community. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

If winter weather forces us to cancel services, we will send out an email and also post 

the notice on ABC 27 (WHTM-TV).  

If you want a copy of your 2021 donations for tax purposes, please contact Janet or Jeff. 

 

The cost of altar flowers is increasing to $35 for 2022. Flowers may be used two 

consecutive weeks and the sponsor may take them after the service. Sign-up sheets are 

posted on the bulletin board. Special bulletin covers may be sponsored for $10 and 

sign-up sheets are also on the bulletin.  

 

Wellspring Pastoral Counseling: Did you know there is pastoral counseling at Salem 

church? Pastoral counseling services are available for individuals, families, and couples 

with concerns, such as: anxiety, depression, feelings of shame and guilt, spirituality, or 

grief and loss. Appointments are available Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. (evening 

hours are also available.) For more information, contact: Scott M. Watts, MS, LPC, NCC, 

call 717-443-7426 or email: wellspringpc@outlook.com.  


