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Loving God and Loving Each Other 

 

 

Welcome: Janet Kelley, President of Consistory, Salem UCC 

 

Prelude 

 

Lighting of Candles 
 

Tolling of the Bell  

 

*Call to Worship (Psalm 62 selected verses): Janet Kelley 

L: My soul rests in God alone 

P: Our salvation comes from God; God alone is our rock and our salvation  

L: God is our fortress  

P: We will never be shaken  

L: Let us trust in God at all times, O people  

ALL: We will pour out our hearts to God, for God is our refuge and strength. 

Amen 

*Hymn                 Come, Thou Almighty God           Black Hymnal, p 275; v 1 

    

Prayer of Invocation: Janet Kelley 

 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for your presence among us throughout our journey to find 

our new pastor. Although we were challenged along the way, we are grateful for your 

faithfulness to us every step of the way.  

This day, we offer up our gratitude for you sending to us, Rev. Susan Schmidt, as our 

Pastor here at Salem UCC-Harrisburg. We ask special blessings on us and her as she 

leads, teaches, cares, loves and challenges us to be partners and fruitful for our 

community and your kingdom. We ask that you help us all to love each other and love 



 

and serve all those whom you will send to our paths. In your precious name Lord Jesus, 

we pray, Amen. 

 

Prayer of Confession: Rev. Marisa Laviola, Associate Conference Minister 

 

M: Please join me in the prayer of confession: 

All: Gracious and generous God, we join our hearts and our voices together, to 

acknowledge those parts of our lives that fall short of your desire for us. We 

confess that we forget to be grateful for each day you so graciously send our 

way, and for the gift of life, and instead focus on what is missing or what is 

wrong. We forget to seek your joy and neglect to rely on your strength. Loving 

God, please forgive us, we pray. Help us to be attentive to your word and your 

will in the work that you have desired for us to do. Help us to walk in your ways 

to the honor and glory of your name. 

 

Moment of Reflection 

 

 
 

Assurance of Grace: Rev. Laviola 

 

M: God is faithful and loving, and if we confess our sins and repent, God will forgive us 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness, in the name and power of Jesus Christ, we are 

forgiven. 

All: Praise God! Amen! 

 

Special Music: Joe Sobel, Sue Schmidt     Here I Am, Lord 

 

Please join for the final chorus: 

Here I am, Lord,  

Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, 

If you lead me, 

I will hold your people in my heart.+ 



 

Scripture Readings: Rev. Karin Pejack, Pastor, Zion Lutheran Church, Harrisburg 

 

Old Testament: Psalm 133 

 
1 How good and pleasant it is 

    when God’s people live together in unity! 

2 It is like precious oil poured on the head, 

    running down on the beard, 

running down on Aaron’s beard, 

    down on the collar of his robe. 
3 It is as if the dew of Hermon 

    were falling on Mount Zion. 

For there the LORD bestows his blessing, 

    even life forevermore.  

Epistle: Ephesians 4:1-16  

4 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have 

received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in 

love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 

peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when 

you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is 

over all and through all and in all. 

7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This is why it 

says: 

“When he ascended on high, 

    he took many captives 

    and gave gifts to his people.” 

9 (What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly 

regions? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the 

heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the 

prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of 

service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith 

and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole 

measure of the fullness of Christ. 



 

14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown 

here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people 

in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to 

become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, 

Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 

ligament, grows, and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

*Gloria Patri (please stay standing for the reading of the Gospel) 

 
 

*Gospel: John 15:9-17           Rev. Dan Schmidt, Pastor, St Thomas UCC, Linglestown 

 
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you 

keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you 

and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have 

loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, 

because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you 

friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You 

did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 

fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give 

you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 

 

Sermon: Rev. Dan Schmidt         God’s Good Gifts 

 

Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer: Rev Dan Schmidt 

We ask all of this in the name of your son, who taught us to pray, saying: Our Father, 

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts 

as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 



 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Hymn of Response     Great is Your Faithfulness           Black Hymnal 423; v 1 

 

*UCC Statement of Faith: Rev. Eva O’Diam, Pastor, Dover UCC 

People: We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, God of our Savior Jesus Christ 

and our God, and to your deeds we testify: 

You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own image, and set before 

each one the ways of life and death. 

You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. 

You judge people and nations by your righteous will declared through prophets 

and apostles. 

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, you have 

come to us and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and reconciling 

the world to yourself. 

You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus 

Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races. 

You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be your 

servants in the service of others, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist 

the powers of evil, to share in Christ’s baptism and eat at his table, to join him in 

his passion and victory. 

You promise to all who trust you, forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, 

courage in the struggle for justice and peace, your presence in trial and rejoicing, 

and eternal life in your realm which has no end. 

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you. Amen. 

 

Offering: Rev. Laviola 

 

Offertory: Peggy Morehart, Sue Schmidt           American Hymn Medley, arr by V. Jicha 

 



 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise him all creatures here below. 

Praise him above ye heavenly hosts. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

Offertory Response: Rev. Laviola 

 

M: All-generous God, for whom and through whom all things exist, you have placed us 

in your family and call us to live as brothers and sisters of Christ. May our offerings 

reach out to bring hope and grace to our near and distant neighbors, whom you know 

and love. Amen. 

 

Service of Ordination 

Representative from the Harrisburg Association of the UCC, 

Rev. Brian Damrow, Pastor, Penbrook UCC 

 

Rev. Damrow: The Harrisburg Association of the Penn Central Conference of the United 

Church of Christ, greets you in the name of Jesus Christ, the head of the church in 

heaven and earth. 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 

aside every weight and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the 

race that is set before us. 

People: Let us look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the 

joy that was waiting endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the 

right hand of the throne of God. 

Janet Kelley: Salem United Church of Christ-Harrisburg, under the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit, has called Susan Schmidt as its pastor and teacher and respectfully requests that 

the Harrisburg Association install her in this ministry among us, according to the faith 

and order of the United Church of Christ. 

Rev. Damrow: The Harrisburg Association has reviewed the request of Salem UCC. We 

have prayerfully examined Susan Schmidt, and we are pleased to install her as your 

pastor and teacher. 

Susan Schmidt, servant of God, we invite you to come forward as a sign of your 

acceptance of the call to this office. 



 

Installation is the action of an association of the United Church of Christ in cooperation 

with a local church. Installation confirms and celebrates the covenantal relationship 

among a local church, its pastor and teacher, and the United Church of Christ. 

Installation is a sign that these covenantal partners are committed to share mutually in 

the mission of the United Church of Christ and of the ecumenical church. 

Rev. Laviola: (to congregation) Hear these words from the Apostle Paul: we beg you, 

our brothers and sisters, to pay proper respect to those who work among you, who 

guide and instruct you in the Christian life. Treat them with the greatest respect and 

love because of the work they do. Be at peace among yourselves. 

(to pastor) We urge you, Susan, warn the idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be 

patient with all 

(to all) See that no one pays back wrong for wrong, but at all times make it your aim to 

do good to one another and to all people. Be joyful always, pray at all times, be 

thankful in all circumstances. This is what God wants of you, in your life in Christ Jesus, 

Amen. 

Rev. Damrow: Susan Schmidt, sister in Christ, seeing that you are called to ordained 

ministry by the grace of God and that Salem UCC-Harrisburg has been led to call you 

as pastor and teacher, are you willing to enter this covenant with its members who are 

one in Christ with us in the Harrisburg Association? 

Rev. Schmidt: I am willing, with the help of God. 

Rev. Damrow: Will you preach and teach in accordance with the Holy Scriptures, 

administer the sacraments, and fulfill the pastoral office, according to the faith and 

order of the United Church of Christ? 

Rev. Schmidt: I will, with the help of God. 

Rev. Damrow: Will you love, serve and pray for God’s people of Salem UCC- 

Harrisburg? And will you give faithful witness in the world that God’s love may be 

known in all that you do? 

Rev. Schmidt: I will, with the help of God. 

Rev. Damrow: Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously 

give you the strength and compassion to perform them. 

Members of Salem UCC-Harrisburg, will those who are able rise and affirm your 

covenant with your pastor and teacher, to help and honor her for the sake of the 

gospel, and in all things strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ? 



 

People: We, the members of Salem UCC-Harrisburg, receive Susan Schmidt as our 

pastor and teacher, promising to labor with her in the ministry of the gospel and 

to give her due honor and support. We gather with her and with the United 

Church of Christ as a sign of our mutual ministry in Christ’s name.  

Rev. Damrow: Members of Harrisburg Association, will those who are able rise and 

affirm your covenant with Salem United Church of Christ-Harrisburg and its pastor and 

teacher?  

Association Members: We, the members of the Harrisburg Association of the United 

Church of Christ, gather with you, the people of Salem United Church of Christ-

Harrisburg, as a sign of our covenant and in celebration of our mutual ministry in 

Christ’s name. 

Rev. Damrow: Please rise and extend your hands toward Rev. Susan Schmidt as we join 

together in offering this prayer: 

Almighty God, you have called your servants to make promises before you; now 

enable us to keep our vows that we may remain steadfast in faith and fruitful in 

every good work. Bless, we pray, your servant Susan Schmidt to whom the care of 

your people in this church is now committed. Pour out your Holy Spirit on her, on 

the people of Salem United Church of Christ-Harrisburg, and on all the churches 

of the Harrisburg Association that our mutual ministry may be served with all 

faithfulness, diligence, and courage. Grant us the spirit of power and of love and 

of a sound mind. Make our ministry a means of awakening the careless, 

strengthening the faithful, comforting the afflicted, building up your church, and 

converting sinners to you. Guard us against the snares of temptation that we may 

be kept pure in heart, fervent in spirit, and valiant against evil. And at the last, by 

your grace, receive us in your eternal home, where, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

Christ reigns in glory, our God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Rev. Damrow: In the name of Jesus Christ, and on behalf of the Harrisburg Association 

of the Penn Central Conference of the United Church of Christ, I declare that Susan 

Schmidt is duly installed as pastor and teacher of Salem United Church of Christ-

Harrisburg. 

P: Thanks be to God. 

Presentation by Janet Kelley 

*Closing Hymn         Christ is Made the Sure Foundation         Black Hymnal p 400; v 1 

Benediction: Rev. Susan Schmidt 



 

Postlude  I’m So Glad I’m a Part of the Family of God 

 

Leading in Worship Today 

Worship Leader: Janet Kelley, President of the Consistory 

Organist: Caleb Sisak 

Soloist: Joe Sobel 

Guest musician: Peggy Morehart 

Assisting Ministers: Rev. Brian Damrow, Rev. Marisa Laviola, Rev. Eva O’Diam, Rev. Karin 

Pejack, Rev. Dan Schmidt.  

 
 

+Music licensed by OneLicense: # A-739642 

 

 

 

Reception in the Fellowship Hall 
 

All are welcome to join us for a time of celebration in the Chapel. Exit the sanctuary 

through the door by the baptismal font, take the hallway to the left, then turn right. The 

windows in the chapel were originally in the sanctuary above the altar. Information 

about Salem's history can be found on the table as you enter the chapel.  

Catering is provided by Shalom House, a mission partner who serves women and children 

at risk in the Harrisburg area. For more information about their ministry, find their 

website at https://shalomhouse.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

On November 9, Christian Churches United will be holding their annual United in Love 

celebration banquet at the United Methodist Church in Camp Hill. If you would like to 

attend, or donate something for the silent auction, please contact Pastor Sue. 


